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ABSTRACT 

Motivation and attitude are two factors that have become the subject of a lot of 
academic discussion either in language learning literatures or in language learning 
conferences. These two variables are believed to have correlation with the success or 
failure in language learning. This study was conducted among ESL learners from 
Infrastructure University Kuala Lumpur (IUKL) to investigate the relationship between 
Intrinsic Motivation and Attitude towards learning the English language. 100 
participants from different faculties in IUKL such as Faculty of Business and 
Accounting, Faculty of Architecture and Built Environment, Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology Infrastructure, Faculty of Arts, Communication and Education, Faculty of 
Applied Science and Foundation Studies and Faculty of Creative Media and Innovative 
Technology volunteered to participate in this study. They comprised of 46 males and 54 
females from the age of 18 to 25 years old. The instruments used are Intrinsic 
Motivation questionnaire adopted and modelled on questionnaires presented by Schmidt 

original 5-point Likert Scale format of Gardner's Attitude/Motivation Test Battery 
(AMTB) (Gardner, 1985). The results indicated that all students possess positive 
attitude and they are intrinsically motivated to learn English. The findings also show 
that there is a significant relati

motivation affects their attitude towards learning the English Language which may then 
affect other factors in improving themselves when learning the English Language. 

by inside and outside factors such as teachers, parents and society are suggested to 
n mastering the English language.                                      
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CHAPTER 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter aims to set the context for this study. It is organized into seven sections. It 

begins with the researcher explaining about the background of the research by providing 

some brief 

presenting the issue and problem statement, objectives of the study, the research aims 

and research questions that the study seeks to answer. This chapter then includes the 

significance and limitations of the study and finally a conclusion that concludes the 

chapter.  

 

1.0       Background of the Study 

English is increasingly becoming a global language, mainly due to the globalization. It 

is not only used as an official language in many nations, but has become very influential 

in many different cultures in a large number of countries.  According to Susanna (2007), 

this is because it is the central language of the communication world-wide  

 

Motivating ESL students to develop themselves in the target language is quite complex. 

In many cases, these students face difficulties in learning English and are often 

demotivated to learn. 

learners and researchers will all agree that a high motivation and a positive attitude 

Research 

in the classroom motivation has found that certain strategies can help these students to 

adopt more positive attitudes and become more motivated in the learning process.  
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